Stamp World
WELCOME TO THE PUZZLING WORLD OF STAMPS!

Usually when stamp collectors talk about stamps they refer to the fun filled world of stamp collecting but I
mention the ‘puzzling world’ because people who do not collect stamps are often puzzled by the enthusiasm of
stamp collectors and mostly ask the questions below:

Why do people collect?

What do people do with their stamps once they’ve collected them?

Can one collect ordinary stamps or must stamps be special?

Where do you put the stamps once you have collected them?

How do I protect my stamps from the elements?

How can I keep my stamps neat and in good condition?

How do you know if you are doing the right thing?

I’m not interested in History so why should I collect?

Are there any young people who collect stamps?

Is it not expensive to collect stamps?

If I buy the ‘Mandela’ stamp will it be valuable one day?

What do I look for in a stamp?

All these questions have answers but they cannot all be answered in one article and we’ll try to
answer them over the coming months and hopefully by this time next year stamps will not be a
puzzle anymore. Stamp collecting is a journey, a pleasant and adventure filled exploration of the
world and all that is interesting in the world. Interesting may be funny, sad, surprising, exciting
and sometimes just normal everyday stuff that turns out to be more important than we thought it
to be! Perhaps one day you’ll also enjoy stamp collecting and become a philatelist. I hope you
know that stamp collecting is known as philately and people who collect and study stamps are
called philatelists!

Before we talk about collecting stamps maybe we must first look at why we have stamps.

Until 1840 when the world’s first postage stamp was issued in Britain, posting letters was a
complicated and expensive business. Postage rates were calculated on the distance a letter trav-
eled and the number of sheets it contained, in addition the person receiving the letter often had
to pay! Then Sir Hill of England came up with the idea of a postage stamp, a gummed label
that would be stuck on an envelope as proof of payment for postage. Other countries soon fol-
lowed Britain’s example and issued stamps. The first stamps in South Africa were then issued in
1853!

In 1874, the Universal Postage Union was formed in Switzerland and it was agreed then that all
countries which belonged shall deliver each other’s mail provided stamps of the correct value
were affixed, thus the International Letter Rate stamps came into being universally. One could
say it’s obvious that stamps are there to indicate that the sender has paid for the letter to be
posted and delivered at the given address, but is that still truly always the only reason for issu-
ing stamps? A difficult question indeed!



